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Brilliant Reconsider ation of the City View
Kunsthistorisches Museum, 14.05.2026 [ENA]

The Kunsthistorisches Museum'’ s exhibition Canaletto & Bellotto is arefined and highly intelligent
presentation of two of the most celebrated masters of elghteenth-century veduta painting. Bringing together
32 works from Vienna and major international loans, the exhibition offers not only afeast of exquisite
cityscapes but also a persuasive rethinking of what these imagesreally are.

These are not passive records, but carefully constructed visions shaped by artistic intelligence, patronage,
and historical circumstance. It is exactly the kind of exhibition that rewards close looking and historical
reflection in equal measure. What makes the exhibition so compelling is its ability to balance visual
pleasure with scholarly depth. Canaletto and Bellotto have often been admired for the precision of their
architecture and the seemingly documentary quality of their city views, yet the KHM shows that these
paintings are far more than topographical renderings.

They are composed interpretations of urban life, in which perspective, light, and detail serve both aesthetic
and cultural purposes. Theresult isashow that changes the way one sees not only these artists, but the
entire genre of city painting. The contrast between uncle and nephew is one of the exhibition’s most
rewarding aspects. Giovanni Antonio Canal, known as Canaletto, established the visual language of the
vedutain Venice and later in London, while Bernardo Bellotto developed that language with greater
dramatic contrast, sharper atmospheres, and a heightened attention to place.

Seen together, their works reveal afascinating family dialogue across generations and cities. The exhibition
makes clear why Bellotto was so often mistaken for his uncle, but also why he deserves recognition as a
master in his own right. Especially impressive is the inclusion of Bellotto’'s Viennese views, which give the
exhibition adistinct local resonance. To encounter Vienna depicted by Bellotto in the very city he once
painted is deeply satisfying, because it creates a dialogue between artistic memory and present urban
experience.

The city appears both familiar and transformed: monumental, disciplined, and yet vividly aive. Inthis
sense, the exhibition becomes more than an art-historical survey; it becomes a meditation on how cities are
imagined, remembered, and represented. The display also benefits from the breadth of its loans and the
institutional prestige behind it. Paintings have come from mgjor collections such as the British Museum, the
Wallace Collection, and the Princely Collections of Liechtenstein, lending the exhibition an international
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scope that underscores the artists' European importance.

This cross-border gathering of worksis especially apt, since Canaletto and Bellotto themselves moved
between Venice, London, Dresden, Vienna, and other centres of power. The exhibition thus mirrors the
cosmopolitan world in which they worked. Another strength liesin the exhibition’s historical framing. By
situating these paintings within the visual culture of the eighteenth century, the KHM invites viewersto
consider the relationship between art, science, and perception. The mention of the camera obscurais
important, but the exhibition does not reduce the works to mechanical images. Instead, it shows how optical
aids and artistic invention combined to create pictures of extraordinary authority.

That insight gives the exhibition real intellectual force. Visually, the exhibition promises the delight one
expects from the finest vedute: gleaming waterways, orderly facades, broad skies, and meticulously
rendered architectural spaces. Y et the deeper pleasure lies in understanding that these scenes are not neutral.
They are acts of selection and composition that shape how we imagine Venice, London, Dresden, and
Viennathemselves. In that respect, the exhibition is quietly transformative. It asks visitors to admire the
beauty of the works, but also to think about the power of images to define historical reality.

In the end, Canaletto & Bellotto is a superb exhibition because it unites aesthetic richness with interpretive
intelligence. It offers an elegant journey through the eighteenth-century city view while reminding us that
such images are inventions as much as documents. The Kunsthistorisches Museum has created a show that
is both pleasurable and intellectually rewarding, amodel of how art history can be presented with clarity,
grace, and persuasive force.
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